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                        Creative design and innovative stewardship are tied both to respect for our common natural and cultural resources, and to the regeneration of the places we call home—our buildings, our cities, our countrysides, and our post-industrial complexes.



The Center for Cultural Landscapes (CCL) produces research and creates new models of innovative cultural landscape stewardship in the region, the nation, and around the globe. We are an interdisciplinary group of academics and designers who are connected to, and collaborate with, a larger group of associated professionals and organizations to achieve this mission. Our work focuses on increasing awareness of the historical, ecological, and social value of cultural landscapes through innovative scholarly research, site documentation and fieldwork, planning, preservation, management, and design.

Founded in 2015, the Center for Cultural Landscapes received inaugural support from the UVA School of Architecture Dean’s office. Our projects and events have been funded by the UVA Sara Shallenberger Brown Cultural Landscapes & Sites Initiative, UVA Vice Provost for the Arts, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Battersea Trust, the UVA Institute of the Humanities and Global Cultures and the Jefferson Trust, an initiative of the University of Virginia Alumni Association.
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Andrea Roberts 
Faculty Director, Center for Cultural Landscapes
Associate Professor, Urban + Environmental Planning

As a scholar activist, Dr. Andrew Roberts brings more than a decade of experience in community and economic development to her scholarship.  Her public scholarship and research identify planning and historic preservation practices that sustain cultural resilience, with a specific focus on Black efficacy in these practices, grassroots planning history, and contemporary place preservation practices with settlements founded by formerly enslaved Africans in the Americas. Transdisciplinary in nature, Roberts works with critical theories of development, planning, human geography, gender and diaspora studies to help bridge grassroots and formal planning in the service of historic African American communities. Her engaged research raises awareness of the entrenched racial biases impeding documentation, recognition, and preservation of historic Black settlements’ cultural assets. Roberts is also the founder of The Texas Freedom Colonies Project, a research & social justice initiative documenting placemaking history and grassroots preservation practices in the African Diaspora.
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Jessica Sewell
Co-Director, Center for Cultural Landscapes
Associate Professor, Urban + Environmental Planning

Associate Professor Jessica Ellen Sewell has a deep background in cultural landscape studies, going back to her graduate work at UC Berkeley, where she received her PhD in Architecture in 2000. Sewell’s work has focused particularly on questions of gender and difference, which are central to her 2011 book, Women and the Everyday City (University of Minnesota Press). In this book she explores San Francisco's public spaces at the turn of the century through an analysis of the relationships between imagined, experienced, and built gendered landscapes. In collaboration with colleagues at Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University in Suzhou, Sewell created an app, Exploring Suzhou, that students and scholars can use to explore the urban cultural landscapes of Suzhou, a city of 14 million that encompasses both historic gardens and traditional neighborhoods and modern new town development. 
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Elizabeth K. Meyer 
Founding Director and Director, Landscape Studies Initiative
Professor, Landscape Architecture

Meyer founded the UVA Center for Cultural Landscapes as a collaborative hub for scholars and practitioners seeking to create new models for cultural landscape research, interpretation, preservation and adaptive use. Her first projects included a collaboration with The Cultural Landscape Foundation on “What’s Out there Richmond," a two-day workshop celebrating the varied urban cultural landscapes of the Commonwealth’s Capitol, and The Cultural Landscape Atlas of Virginia, a multi-year initiative to graphically document and  interpret the varied landscape mosaic of monumental and everyday, urban and rural, designed and found places that reflect our past interactions between humans and the non-human world, and provides the spatial matrix within which our future health and well-being will unfold. The atlas is intended as a proactive means to alter Virginia’s citizens’ and leaders’ perceptions of the value of the cultural landscape before contested issues about development or conservation occur. She welcomes the involvement of many students and colleagues in this project.
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The Center for Cultural Landscapes produces research and creates new models of innovative cultural landscape stewardship in the region, the nation, and around the globe. We are an interdisciplinary group of academics and designers who are connected to, and collaborate with, a larger group of associated professionals and organizations to achieve this mission. Our work focuses on increasing awareness of the historical, ecological, and social value of cultural landscapes through innovative scholarly research, site documentation and fieldwork, planning, preservation, management, and design.
 

A few of our current projects are highlighted below.


                    

                

            


        

    



    
        
            


            
                

                    
                        Towards a People's History of Landscape
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The "A People’s History of Landscape" initiative and website contributes to efforts in the academy to address complex histories of land, labor, and place-making. A People's History of Landscape's 2024 NEH Summer Institute for Higher Education Faculty will bring together scholars from across the nation to explore alternative approaches to scholarship and teaching landscape and place-oriented social and cultural histories, centering Black and Indigenous historical narratives in the founding of the United States and the cultural landscape of one of its earliest colonies, the Commonwealth of Virginia. This initiative builds an online repository of teaching modules, syllabi, and Institute materials from past Summer Institutes and expands the growing community of scholars dedicated to creating A People’s History of Landscape.

Project Leads from CCL:
Andrea Roberts is faculty director of the Center for Cultural Landscapes

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PROJECT
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The Texas Freedom Colonies Project is an educational and social justice initiative dedicated to supporting the preservation of Black settlement landscapes, heritage, and grassroots preservation practices through research. To support freedom colonies’ community resilience, the Project engages in three core activities:

	Recording and safeguarding stories and materials associated with freedom colonies’ origins & decline 
	Hosting and maintaining an interactive, publicly accessible Atlas & Database of freedom colony locations including GIS layers indicating development and ecological threats
	Identifying resources for and co-developing community resilience strategies and policies with freedom colony descendants using the contents of the Atlas and Database


The Project uses GIS analysis, archival research, and engaged ethnography, including oral histories. Team members create peer-reviewed scholarship, develop project-based learning for students, and provide evidenced-based support to grassroots and public preservation groups and agencies, which along with the Atlas, make freedom colonies more visible to those who can influence their chances of survival.

Project Leads from CCL:
Andrea Roberts is faculty director of the Center for Cultural Landscapes

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PROJECT


                    

                

            


        

    



    
        
            


            
                

                    
                        Landscape Studies Initiative — Landscape Design: A Digital History
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The UVA Landscape Studies Initiative Landscape Design, is a digital platform for reinvigorating the teaching of history of designed landscapes (urban, suburban and rural). It is based on landscape historian’s Elizabeth Barlow Rogers' Landscape Design: A Cultural and Architectural History (2001), a book that has been central to the teaching of landscape history in landscape architecture, architecture, urban studies and the environmental humanities. This survey of the history of landscape design chronicles thousands of years of humankind shaping the landscape, through design, to reflect and enable varied social practices and cultural values. Roger’s text and over 600 images are tagged, so readers can query for keywords that include designer’s names, project names and locations as well as landscape types. The beta version of the digital platform includes: a supplemental bibliography that includes sources written since 2001 when Roger’s book was published; and supplemental historical images of Central Park that were scanned from the UVA Library’s Reuben Rainey Collection.  Under the resources tab, we provide links to other online sites that are useful for finding primary source materials—texts and images—related to the history of gardens, urban landscapes, parks and public spaces.

Project Leads from CCL:
Elizabeth K. Meyer is director of LSI, Center for Cultural Landscapes

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PROJECT
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The Foundation for Landscape Studies, whose mission was to foster an active understanding of the importance of place in human life, was founded in 2005 by Elizabeth Barlow Rogers. While it no longer operates as an independent not-for-profit organization, its legacy is being furthered by the University of Virginia's Center for Cultural Landscapes.

The Center for Cultural Landscapes will continue the legacy of the Foundation for Landscape Studies by stewarding its Book Awards, the JB Jackson Book Prize and the Coffin Publication Grant, and sharing its primary publication — Site/Lines, a donor-supported journal of place embracing park and garden history, theory, and design; city planning; and the cultural interpretation of ordinary landscapes.

The Book Prizes + Site/Lines Journal archive is being constructed. 
2022 Book Prizes winners shown above.

Current Call for Book Prize Applications —
The John Brinckerhoff Jackson Book Prize is awarded to the author of a book published within the past three years on a subject pertaining to landscape studies. There are no restrictions with regard to period, topic, or author's nationality. Only books based on original research and those that break new ground in method or interpretation will be considered. The purpose of this prize is to reward contributors to the intellectual vitality of garden history and landscape studies. The jury considers each submission on the basis of its success in expanding the field to new areas or increasing knowledge within an existing branch of the discipline. It seeks to support authors with an ability to write for a general readership as well as for a scholarly audience.

ELIGIBILITY
Books published on a landscape-related subject during a three-year period ending in the current calendar year are eligible for consideration by the Awards Committee.

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Publishers must send books by mail to each of the appointed jury members before May 1.  A cover letter should include a complete mailing address, phone number, and email address of the author(s).  To request the mailing addresses for the jury, please email the book prize jury chair, Elizabeth K. Meyer at LSIbookprize@virginia.edu and include "J.B. Jackson Book Prize Application" as the subject line.

______

The David R. Coffin Publication Grant is awarded to an author or publisher of a book-in-progress on a landscape subject. There are no restrictions with regard to period, topic, or author's nationality. Only books based on original research and those that break new ground in method or interpretation will be considered. The purpose of this prize is to reward contributors to the intellectual vitality of garden history and landscape studies. The jury considers each application on the basis of its potential for expanding the field to new areas and for increasing knowledge within an existing branch of the discipline. It seeks to support authors with an ability to write for a general readership as well as for a scholarly audience.

ELIGIBILITY

1. Both authors and publishers of books are eligible to apply. A book may be by one or more authors. Grants may also be made for translating books.

2. The authors or translators must have a signed contract with a publisher. Authors may apply for grants that will support research and travel necessary to complete a book. Publishers may only apply for a subvention related to the cost of enhanced production values and/or a lower purchase price.

3. Authors must submit a budget detailing the expenses they will incur in undertaking their work. Publishers must submit a pro forma budget demonstrating the necessity of a subvention solely for the purpose of increasing the number and quality of illustrations and overall production values. A request for a subvention will also be considered if it makes possible a book price below that which the estimated profit margin on the pro forma budget would allow.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Applications should include:

	A brief description of the nature and scope of the publication project and its importance to the field.
	A sample chapter and an introduction to the book.
	A resume of the author(s) or translator.
	A budget.
	Two letters from qualified references who are knowledgeable in the area of the proposal and who have no connection to the project.


Applications must be sent to each of the three jury members by January 1.  To request the mailing addresses for the jury, please email Center for Cultural Landscapes Director, Elizabeth K. Meyer at ekm7a@virginia.edu, and include "Coffin Publication Grant Application" as the subject line.

Project Leads from CCL:
Elizabeth K. Meyer is director of LSI, Center for Cultural Landscapes
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